
Chichester District Council

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE       15 May 2018

Community Safety Review 
Final report from the Task & Finish Group (TFG)

1. Contacts

Author: Caroline Neville, Chairman of the Community Safety Task and Finish Group
Phone:   01798 861420    Email:  cneville@chichester.gov.uk 

2. Recommendations

The committee is requested to consider the final report from the Community Safety 
Partnership (CSP) and to note the following:

1) That the required level of scrutiny of the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) 
had been achieved.

2) That the performance of the CSP is good and that evidence of effective 
partnership working in the district had been demonstrated.

3) That the reason for the increase in crime rates is due to a number of factors 
including increased reporting of historic offences and changes to the reporting 
method of certain categories of offence.

3. Background

3.1 Chichester District Council (CDC) has a statutory responsibility to participate in 
the CSP in accordance with sections 19 and 20 of the Police and Justice Act 
2006. Overview and Scrutiny committees of local authorities have a responsibility 
to scrutinise the activity of CSPs on an annual basis.

3.2 The TFG comprised of Caroline Neville (Chair), Mrs C Apel and Mr J Brown and 
met twice in February 2018.

3.3 At the first meeting Ms P Bushby from the Council’s Communities Team, outlined 
the CSP annual report 2017/18, CSP performance plan 2017/18 and CSP 
spending plan 2017/18.  

3.4 At the second meeting the following witnesses gave evidence:

 Mrs Eileen Lintill, Cabinet Member for Community Services and the Council’s 
representative on the Police and Crime Panel (PCP), described the role of 
that panel in holding the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) to account.

 Acting Chief Inspector Kris Ottery of Sussex Police described the structure of 
the local Police force, working in a combined Chichester and Arun area and 
the new role of PCSO’s.

mailto:cneville@chichester.gov.uk


3.5 Questions were sent to Ms Emily King the Principal Manager Community Safety 
and Wellbeing at WSCC after the second meeting and circulated to the Group.

4. Outcomes to be achieved

4.1. The terms of reference set the outcomes as reviewing the CSP’s performance 
over the last year, identifying areas of concern and giving any necessary input 
into the strategic direction of the CSP for the following year.

5. Evidence

5.1. In highlighting the work of the CSP Ms Bushby informed members about the 
training provided to university staff to help them to recognise the signs of sexual 
harassment and volunteer groups to help them recognise the signs of 
exploitation. The CSP also grant funded work with local schools in Chichester to 
educate students on healthy relationship which will be extended to Midhurst 
Rother College and the Alternative Provision College later this year. West 
Sussex County Council (WSCC) also ran a theatre show ‘Chelsea’s Choice’ to 
highlight exploitation and trafficking to secondary school children. This year 
WSCC will run a ‘Real Love Rocks’ programme aimed at educating primary 
children on healthy relationships. 

5.2. In reviewing the latest figures members questioned the reason for the rise in 
domestic abuse and sexual crimes. Ms Bushby explained that following reports 
of high profile cases in the media report rates had increased nationwide with 
many historic cases coming forward. Members also questioned the burglary 
figures. Ms Bushby confirmed that dwelling burglaries and outbuilding burglaries 
had been combined. The number of pedal bike thefts increased in 2017 
prompting CDC to run a number of bike marking events. In January and 
February 2018 the number of thefts decreased.

5.3. Members discussed concerns about the lack of support from large IT companies 
to block inappropriate behaviour on social media. An item will be included in the 
March Members Bulletin to mark Child Sexual Exploitation awareness day on 18 
March 2018 which will outline the details of the apps which might pose a risk to 
children. 

5.4. Members discussed sexual harassment awareness. Ms Bushby explained that 
the council’s Licensing team had been working in partnership with ChiBac to 
provide intervention training to local door staff to help identify potential problems 
before they arise. 

5.5. Ms Bushby informed members about the Arun and Chichester joint approach to 
road safety education. A campaign in schools highlighted the need to wear a 
helmet when cycling and the dangers of headphones obscuring traffic noise.

5.6. Members discussed CDC’s neighbourhood work which had been extended 
beyond the Think Family areas to cover any area in the district where a need for 
additional support had been identified. With regard to specific sites a residents 
group had been established at Charles Avenue, Chichester which is currently 
working towards the creation of a community hub. Officers are also in talks to 
address the maintenance of the play park at Holmbush, Midhurst. 



5.7. Mrs Lintill outlined the role of the Police and Crime Panel (PCP) as the statutory 
body responsible for holding the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) to 
account. There are representatives from 18 councils across West Sussex 
including two independent persons. Mrs Lintill is the Chichester District Council 
(CDC) appointed representative. The PCC must attend meetings and consider 
recommendations. Although the powers of the PCP allow for scrutiny of the PCC 
it was highlighted that the PCP has no power to scrutinise the Police force 
directly.

5.8. Acting Chief Inspector Ottery explained the local policing plan and confirmed 
that the number of staff on the investigation teams had been maintained locally 
(including uniformed officers and detectives). He also outlined the revised role of 
the PCSO’s explaining that PCSO’s are deployed to incidents as and when they 
occur and have responsibility for coordinating prevention/crime solving of 
specific areas of crime. 

5.9. With regard to members concerns about the rise in violent crime figures Acting 
Chief Inspector Ottery explained that the increase is largely due to robberies and 
sexual offences. Many robberies have taken place between drug lines involved 
in cuckooing (the practice of using vulnerable people’s homes to sell drugs on a 
short term basis by carrying out acts of violence or threatening violence). With 
regard to Police attendance following notification of crime he explained that 
although the Police do not attend every crime scene all cases are logged and 
continue to be discussed on a regular basis. He also explained that CDC is 
involved in a multi-agency approach to terrorism called PREVENT which is 
made up of representatives across a number of different services. 

5.10. With regard to the lessons learnt following Serious Case Review (SCR) Key Ms 
King explained that a number of learning points have enabled the prioritisation of 
prevention activity (in terms of staffing resource, funding allocation and 
commissioning) to complement with the Child Protection intervention model 
already established locally.  

5.11. Ms King also explained that with regard to community safety education in 
schools WSCC Community Safety & Wellbeing and Safeguarding in Education 
teams work closely together and have developed appropriate community 
safeguarding opportunities for schools to adopt locally. These include guidance 
regarding the Prevent agenda and provision / support to schools to help pupils 
and their families recognise and respond to Child Sexual Exploitation and 
promote Online Safety. Officers within Community Safety & Wellbeing have 
been invited to sit on the multi-agency West Sussex Relationship & Sex 
Education (RSE) Steering Group, providing subject matter expertise on 
community safety and CSE. The scope of this group is to ensure that planned 
RSE provision and curriculum support is developed for schools on a range of 
subjects closely linked to community safeguarding. 

5.12. With regard to members concerns about public awareness of online safety and 
scams Ms King explained that the Community Safety & Wellbeing Service at 
WSCC are working with Sussex Police and Get Safe Online to undertake a 
range of activity to engage the public and raise awareness about online safety. 
This activity includes prevention advice at public events, local awareness 



sessions, dedicated webpage resource and promotion of monthly themed 
campaign materials. Public awareness sessions and events will be undertaken 
throughout the year in support of national campaigns such as Safeguarding 
Week, Get Safe Online Week and Safer Internet Day. A number of WSCC staff 
and other professionals from organisations such as District Councils, 
Neighbourhood Watch and Parish Councillors have undertaken training from 
Get Safe Online with more sessions to take place throughout the year. This will 
enable attendees to be able to offer online safety information amongst their 
networks and those that they engage with in their communities. 

6. Recommendations

6.1. The TFG felt able to reassure the Overview and Scrutiny Committee that the 
required level of scrutiny of the CSP had been achieved.

6.2. The TFG felt the performance of the CSP was good and evidence of effective 
partnership working in the district had been demonstrated. 

6.3. The TFG felt the reasons for the increase rise in crime rates had been suitably 
explained due to a number of factors including increased reporting of historic 
offences and changes to the reporting method of certain categories of offence. 

7. Alternatives that have been considered

7.1. The nature of the statutory duty to review performance does constrain the topic. 
The speakers invited were to evidence those specific elements, however in 
future opportunity could be taken to explore other areas of work in more detail 
and introduce other partners and witnesses to the committee.

8. Other Implications 

Yes No
Crime and Disorder X
Climate Change X
Human Rights and Equality Impact X
Safeguarding and Early Help X

9. Appendices

Appendix 1 – Community Safety Partnership Annual Report 2017/18

10. Background Papers

Community Safety Review 2018 Task and Finish Group terms of reference are 
available online (Overview and Scrutiny Committee agenda of 16 January 2018)


